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Letter from the President

June 20, 2006

Dear Members and Friends:

New York City�s renaissance continues. The city�s streets hum with activity and optimism is in the air. And as 
we celebrate the Municipal Art Society�s 113th Annual Meeting, we remain committed � more than ever � to 
helping to make our city more livable for its citizens. 

Whether at Moynihan Station and the Javits Center on Manhattan�s Far West Side, the former Con Ed site on 
the East Side, countless waterfront neighborhoods, or Prospect Heights, Brooklyn, New Yorkers push to make 
sure that growth bene�ts them and develops anew the qualities that make New York unique. They push to make 
sure that their neighborhoods retain the light, air, scale and architecture that made them such desirable places 
to live. They push through to the waterfront, uncovering history, views and cool breezes. And the MAS pushes 
alongside the citizens and the powerbrokers for great � and genuine � public spaces, for community-based 
planning, for �ne new architecture, for historic preservation and for waterfront access.

The MAS itself has changed in the last year. For the �rst time, we�re pleased to present our Annual Report 
solely online, at www.mas.org. A revitalized bulletin, MAS Update, is sent out by e-mail regularly to anyone who 
signs up to learn about the work we�re doing and our upcoming events, exhibits and tours. Soon, a completely 
new website will present a sleek, easily navigated portrait of the MAS, its advocacy, and how members and the 
public can get involved. The changes under way here are, in their small way, nearly as striking as those that are 
transforming New York.

Many people deserve thanks for the work they�ve done to help the MAS help the city. The staff, volunteers, 
interns and committees have performed tremendously. But valedictory thanks is especially important. The MAS 
would like to recognize the service of committee members, staff members, interns and volunteers who have left 
in the last year, and, especially, to express our gratitude for the time and energy donated by departing board 
members: Douglas Durst, Alexandra A. Herzan, Peter M. Pennoyer and Howard G. Sloane. We thank you for your 
past support and look forward to a productive partnership in the year ahead.

Sincerely,

Kent L. Barwick
President
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Moynihan Station
Continuing its longstanding work on this top priority, the MAS hosted a forum in January that brought together 
more than 100 key stakeholders to discuss ways to ensure that Senator Moynihan�s original vision of redevelop-
ing the Farley Post Of�ce into a grand railroad station is brought to fruition, without compromising the integrity 
of the landmark structure. The Moynihan Station Development Corporation released its environmental impact 
statement in April and plans to begin construction before the end of the year.

Javits Center
In 2005, the MAS convened a group of the city�s leading civic organizations to request that Governor Pataki 
rethink a Javits Convention Center expansion plan that would wall off access to the new Hudson River Park. This 
group also prepared and presented an alternative plan showing how access to the river could be improved while 
simultaneously expanding the center. In May 2006, the MAS �led a lawsuit against the state to prevent it from 
moving forward with its plan for the center without an adequate environmental review.

Greenpoint and Williamsburg, Brooklyn
Following their work on the rezoning of Greenpoint and Williamsburg, Brooklyn, in 2005, MAS planning staff 
and more than 10 partner organizations initiated Growing Brooklyn�s Green Crescent, a local vision for a 1.6-
mile-long waterfront greenway. Construction of this new waterfront will involve multiple developers and may 
span more than a decade. The MAS worked with the community to articulate local priorities with a map and 
brochure. The staff will continue to work with the Department of City Planning and the Parks Department to 
incorporate this community vision into the city�s master plan. 
 

Planning Issues
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Planning Issues

Fresh Kills
The transformation of the Fresh Kills land�ll into a park two and a half times the size of Central Park began in 
1999 with an international design competition sponsored by the MAS and New York City. The draft Master Plan 
for Fresh Kills Park was released in March 2006 and is targeted for adoption in summer 2007. The MAS con-
tinues to serve as an adviser on the project as it moves toward completion, sponsoring a brie�ng in 2005 and a 
walking tour of the site in April 2006.

Atlantic Yards
The Board of the MAS convened a special committee to evaluate the urban design principles underlying Forest 
City Ratner�s Atlantic Yards proposal in Brooklyn. Despite positive aspects of the plan�much-needed afford-
able housing, a logical location adjacent to comprehensive mass transit connections, and a world-renowned 
architectural team�the committee concluded that its massive scale would overwhelm the adjoining brownstone 
neighborhoods. These concerns were translated into �ve urban design principles that MAS staff and committee 
members presented to concerned elected of�cials, community groups and community boards at a public forum 
in Brooklyn.
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The Livable Neighborhoods Program
As New York City grows so does the need for neighborhood planners to have the tools, resources and training 
to analyze development proposals effectively and to plan proactively for their own vision. Community plan-
ning assistance is available from the Department of City Planning and borough presidents of�ces, but only on 
a piecemeal, ad hoc basis, dependent on staf�ng, resources and timing, and there is no one-stop shopping for 
assistance and resources. The Livable Neighborhoods Program addresses these gaps by providing a toolkit and 
companion in-person training program in a range of planning topics such as zoning, land use, waterfront and 
brown�eld planning, adaptive reuse, and mapping skills (via CITI, the Community Information Technology Initia-
tive). In May, the Planning Center launched a survey to assess the needs of community boards and community-
based organizations in order to develop the most useful toolkit and training program for use by people who want 
to plan for their neighborhoods.

CITI Youth Program
CITI Youth continues to provide opportunities for teens from low- and moderate-income areas to acquire tech-
nology skills and get involved in neighborhood development issues. Public high school students trained in the 
use of www.myciti.org are now working in paid internships as mapping technicians, providing online maps at 
community board meetings across the city. 

GIS Support
The layering and analysis of data, displayed with electronic maps, or GIS (geographic information systems), 
has been instrumental in several MAS efforts to promote livability and quality of life in the city over the past 
year. These have included three-dimensional modeling of the proposed Atlantic Yards development in Brooklyn 
and historic preservation efforts in the surrounding neighborhoods, and graphically comparing city rezonings to 
neighborhood plans.

The Planning Center
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Budget
The lack of an adequate budget for the Landmarks Preservation Commission is one of the most critical issues 
facing historic preservation in New York City today. MAS staff compiled data on spending, staf�ng, permitting, 
designations and budgeting back to the 1960s, which showed that while the commission�s budget and staff 
levels have stagnated or decreased, the number of permit applications has increased dramatically. As a result, 
more of the commission�s spending is devoted to keeping up with the rising tide of permits�at the cost of land-
mark and historic district designations. The MAS will produce a white paper on this issue in order to in�uence 
city budget negotiations. 

Historic Resources Near the Atlantic Yards Development
As a result of the proposed Atlantic Yards project in Brooklyn, there will be signi�cant development pressures 
on the largely unprotected surrounding historic neighborhoods. MAS staff is working with community groups in 
Prospect Heights and Boerum Hill on expanding historic district designations for these late 19th century brown-
stone neighborhoods. 

TWA-JetBlue Terminal
An agreement on the adaptive reuse, rehabilitation and restoration of the former TWA Terminal at Kennedy 
Airport was announced in December. The agreement, on which the MAS served as a consulting party, is between 
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, the FAA and JetBlue Airways. It ensures that the front of Eero 
Saarinen�s masterpiece will be used by JetBlue for self-service check-in kiosks and that the new terminal will 
not dwarf the city landmark. The two �ight wings that sprout from the back of the old terminal have been largely 
demolished, but there is a good chance that a portion of one of them will be preserved and incorporated into the 
concourse of the new terminal as a waiting area.

Historic Preservation
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Seventh Regiment Armory Restoration
At the MAS Annual Dinner in December, held at the Seventh Regiment Armory on Park Avenue, Governor Pa-
taki announced a $30 million grant for the building�s preservation and restoration. The campaign to restore this 
national, state and city landmark began 11 years ago as a special project of the MAS. The Seventh Regiment 
Armory Conservancy was formed shortly afterward.

Former Con Ed Waterside Power Plant
As part of its East River advocacy, the MAS campaigned for the preservation of portions of the former Con Ed 
plant south of the United Nations. The plant, which dated to 1906, was demolished at the end of 2005, and 
the site now lies vacant. The staff continues to advocate for a new waterfront park, which would be located on a 
deck over the FDR Drive, as well as the re-mapping of 39th and 40th streets to ensure public access to it.

World Trade Center Footprints
As part of the Lower Manhattan Emergency Preservation Fund (LMEPF), a coalition of preservation groups,* the 
MAS met regularly over the past year with the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation and the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey about plans for the World Trade Center Memorial and the Memorial Museum.  At 
issue is the preservation of the original footprints of the twin towers, which still exist at the bedrock level of the 
site. As the largest surviving in-situ elements of the trade center, the MAS believes that these features, which 
have been designated as part of the World Trade Center National Historic Landmark, should be preserved and 
integrated into the Memorial Museum experience. Unfortunately, current proposals place the foundations of 
the new memorial directly over the footprints, largely obliterating them. The LMEPF is also advocating for the 
preservation of the �survivor stair,� the only remaining above-ground feature of the trade center. Under current 
plans, it falls within the footprint designated for a new building. 

Historic Preservation
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Newsracks
In July 2004, weak legislation to regulate the city�s newracks was passed. It relied upon voluntary compliance 
by the publishing industry. Thousands of illegally placed, �lthy, graf�ti and sticker-covered newsracks remain, 
many of which are abandoned and routinely stuffed with garbage. Clearly, newsrack owners have failed at 
self-regulation. In March 2006, the MAS held a forum to discuss more effective ways to control the excessive 
sidewalk clutter and visual blight caused by newsracks. Other large cities across the country have successfully 
passed strong laws controlling the placement of newsracks on public sidewalks, and the MAS is working with a 
group of civic partners to prepare new legislation for the City Council to enact. 

Illegal Outdoor Advertising
While waiting for the Buildings Department to promulgate rules outlining action taken against illegal advertising 
signage, the MAS launched its photo competition Shoot it Down in conjunction with real estate blog Curbed. 
This competition gave frustrated New Yorkers a chance to photograph the most egregious examples of illegal ads 
on building facades, sidewalk sheds and construction scrim. The �worst� photograph won a $100 gift certi�cate 
to Urban Center Books. All photographs appear on our website, www.mas.org/streetscapes.

Coordinated Street Furniture
Since the Dinkins administration, the city has tried to establish a coordinated street furniture franchise. One 
franchisee would have control of bus shelters, newsstands, information kiosks and automatic pay toilets. In May, 
a contract between the Department of Transportation and Cemusa/Grimshaw was approved by the Franchise and 
Concession Review Committee, a city review agency. The designs of the new street furniture must be approved 
by the Art Commission before appearing on the city�s sidewalks.

Streetscapes
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